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Pronouns
A pronoun is a word that is used in place of a noun, which could be a person, animal, place, thing, or abstract idea.  They can be classified into several types with the most common being personal pronouns.  These are the earliest to develop and include ‘me’, ‘I’, ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘him’, ‘her’, ‘they’ and ‘it'.  More complex ones later develop such as ‘mine’, ‘anyone’ and ‘themselves’.  

Children with language disorders may find pronouns difficult to understand and use because small changes in grammar can affect the meaning of a sentence.  Also, the pronoun a child uses is dependent on the following: 

· Whether it is relating back to a male or female e.g. ‘John’ would be ‘he/his’ where as ‘Kate’ would be ‘she/her’;

· Whether the noun is in the singular or plural form e.g. ‘John’ would be ‘he/his’ where as ‘John and Kate’ would be ‘they/them’;

· Whether the pronoun needs to be in the first (I), second (you) or third (he/she) person;

· Which noun the pronoun is referring to e.g. in the sentence ‘Although the motorcycle hit the tree, it was not damaged’, it is not clear whether ‘it’ refers to the ‘motorcycle’ or ‘the tree’. 
General Advice and Classroom Strategies

Things that you can do every day to help include:

· Reinforce the basic pronouns e.g. ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘his’, ‘her’, ‘they’ and ensure a good understanding and use of these before moving onto more complex pronouns.
· When commenting, use lots of repetition of pronouns, as the child needs to understand them before they are able use them.

· When using pronouns in classroom situations, place emphasis on them with your voice e.g. ‘John has put his bag on the table’.   

· Use gestures to accompany spoken language e.g. pointing to yourself for ‘I’ and pointing to the boy who ‘he’ is referring to. 
· Use pronouns in different contexts.  They can be emphasised in everyday activities both in the classroom and at home.  For example, in the classroom you could say ‘Jamie is sitting down at his desk’, or during games you could say ‘John is climbing over the bench and then he is running to the chair’.  They can also be emphasised when they occur in books.  Any shared experience is an opportunity to develop language.

· When the child uses a sentence containing a pronoun but uses the wrong one provide the child with the correct model e.g. if the child says ‘he is riding the bike’ when they are actually pointing to a girl, model back ‘yes, she is riding the bike’, modelling the pronoun.  

Games and Activities

Below are some ideas for working on pronouns, especially ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘his’, ‘her’ and ‘they’.  They can be used 1:1 with the child or in small groups.  Read through and select a few that you think would interest the child and work on these for 5-10 minutes every day.  It would be helpful to practice these activities in a quiet place without distractions.
Things to remember:
· Before introducing the pronouns ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘his’ and ‘her’ the child needs to understand the words ‘boy’ and ‘girl’.
· When introducing pronouns, remember that ‘he’ and ‘she’ are easier than ‘his’ and ‘her’.  

Most of the following games are aimed at helping the child understand pronouns.  When they are confident at this, swap roles so that the child is the ‘teacher’ who must use the correct pronoun and give instructions to the adult.  This will give the child practice at using pronouns. 

· Conversation/play activities - Encourage the use of pronouns by emphasizing them in your own sentences. For example, ‘I can’t find Sarah.  Where is she?’  

· Modelling ‘he’ and ‘she’ - Draw a picture of a boy and a girl with the word ‘he/she’ written by it.  Talk about them e.g. ‘he is a boy, he is wearing a hat’.

· In the classroom - Go around the room saying ‘he is a boy’, ‘she is a girl’ etc.  Make some mistakes to ensure they are listening.  Try getting the children to introduce the person next to them e.g. ‘This is Sarah.  She is a girl and she likes to play tennis’.  Comment on what other children are doing e.g. in the playground
· Books, magazines and TV programmes - Talk together about what people are doing in the pictures/programmes.  You could ask questions such as ‘what is she doing? ‘What did he do?’ ‘What will she do next?’ etc.   

· Happy and sad - Draw happy and sad faces and label ‘he is happy,’ ‘she is sad.’  Make faces to each other and say ‘she is sleepy’, ‘he is angry’ etc. 

· Sorting - Ask them to sort pictures into either ‘girl’/‘boy’ groups or into ‘he/‘she’
· Games - Use the cut up verb pictures again to play games such as ‘snap’ and ‘pairs’.  Every time someone turns over a picture describe the picture using either ‘he is …’ or ‘she is …’ e.g. ‘she is walking’.   

· Draw a picture of a boy and a girl - Ask the child to colour in certain clothes or body parts e.g. colour his trousers or colour her hair.  If they find this difficult, initially model the correct response.  Ask the child what else they have coloured.  
· Use people pictures with cut out clothing - Ask the child to dress the figures e.g. put his green socks on, put her hat on, give them trousers.  Ask the child who they gave the items to. 

Children learn most when they are enjoying activities so remember to 
keep talking time fun!
If you need further advice or more activities please contact your Speech-Language Therapist.
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