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Practicing Verbs
Before children begin putting words together to make sentences, they need to be able to use both nouns (naming words e.g. ‘ball’, ‘cat’) and verbs (action words e.g. ‘jump’, ‘cutting’). Children usually learn nouns first and may find verbs more difficult to understand and use as they are less transient and concrete. For example, a child can look at and hold a ball for a long time while they are learning about it, but ‘jump’ will happen and then finish. Verbs also change depending on several things including:

· Tense – Verbs change depending on if the action was carried out in the past, present or future.  For example, the verb ‘play’ changes to ‘played’ (past tense), ‘playing’ (present) and ‘to play’ (future)

· Active/Passive Voice – the position of the verb in the sentence changes depending on if the voice is active e.g. ‘the boy kicked the ball’ or passive e.g. ‘the ball was kicked by the boy’

· Person – Sometimes the person carrying out the action can affect the verb. For example: with the verb ‘to cut’ it would be ‘I cut the paper’ (first person), ‘you cut the paper’ (second person) and ‘he cuts the paper’ (third person)
Verbs are important because all sentences must contain at least one action and without the understanding of a wide range of verbs, children will struggle with following instructions and forming sentences.  
General Advice and Strategies:
· 


Children find it easier to learn new vocabulary, including verbs through real life experiences.  They need to hear the word and associate it with the action many times before they begin to understand it.  
· Introduce new verbs by making it ‘real’.  Get the child to carrying out the action where possible e.g. for the verb ‘pour’ introduce it by pouring a drink.
· When introducing new verbs, talk about things that relate to it e.g. for the verb ‘to grow’ you could relate it to the child growing, show them something growing (a plant), discuss the different verb forms (grow, grew, growing), talk about what sound the word starts with (‘g’) and how many syllables it has (1) etc. 
· When commenting, use lots of repetition of verbs, as the child needs to understand them before they will use them.

· Place emphasis on the verbs in a sentence e.g. ‘cut the circle out and colour it in’. 

· Reinforce verbs in different contexts, by emphasising them in everyday activities both at school and home.  For example, you could say ‘Sarah ate a sandwich for her lunch’ or ‘John ran to the finish line’.  Remember; any shared experience is an opportunity to develop language.

· When the child uses a sentence containing a general verb e.g. ‘have’, ‘do’ or ‘was’, provide them with a model using a more specific verb.  For example, if the child says: ‘I do a picture’, model back ‘yes, you drew a picture’, emphasising the verb.  
Games and Activities

Below are some ideas for working on verbs.  They can be used 1:1 or in small groups.  Select a few and work on these for 5-10 minutes as often as possible
· Sing action songs - E.g. ‘Here we go round the mulberry bush’.  Add extra verses with different verbs and actions e.g. ‘this is the way we dig the garden’, ‘this is the way we wash our hair’.

· Toys - Use toys that you can push, press, pull, stop etc. to reinforce these verbs
· Simon Says - Tell the child to carry out an action e.g. run, jump using the Simon Says rules.  Reinforce what they are doing.  Encourage the child to use action words by telling you or another child what to do.

· Miming - Encourage the child to copy an action from a picture.  The other children must guess what they are doing.

· Posting - Encourage the child to find a specific picture of a verb and post it into a toy post box.  Swap roles so they can then tell you what picture to find. 

· Picture lotto/snap/pairs - Use two copies of different action pictures to play these traditional games and name the actions as you turn them over.  Use the structure of person - action - object e.g. ‘the man is pouring water’.  

· Scrapbook - Cut out pictures from magazines and catalogues.  Make a scrapbook of people doing different actions, talk about the pictures as you stick them in and ask the child to point to various actions.

· Books - Look at books together and talk about the actions being carried out by the characters.  You can also do this with TV programs or films or in games 
· Art and craft activities – while making items talk about what you are doing e.g. painting, gluing or cutting 

· Feely bag - Gather a range of objects related to a specific topic and place them in the bag.  Take it in turns to pull out an object and say what you can do with it or what it does e.g. for ‘compass’ you could say ‘you can draw circles with it’. 

· Silly sentences - Say a sentence to the child about an object related to the current class topic but use a silly verb e.g. ‘when it is hot your chocolate bar freezes’.  The child then has to identify the mistake and say the sentence using the correct verb e.g. ‘when it is hot your chocolate bar melts’.
· Forming sentences - Give the child a specific verb from a topic and ask them to use it in a sentence e.g. for ‘melt’ the child could say ‘ice-cream melts in the sun’.
· Questions - While looking at pictures from the current class topic, ask the child questions about what objects can’t do.  The child then must reply with the appropriate verb.  For example, when asked ‘tell me something frogs can’t do’, the child could reply with ‘fly’ or ‘drive’ etc.
Children learn most when they are enjoying activities so remember to 
keep talking time fun!
If you need further advice or more activities, please contact your Speech and Language Therapist.
