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Potentially difficult speaking situations at school for a child who stammers

Registration

Especially if they:
· must wait some time for their turn to speak

· have to say a certain phrase e.g. “good morning Mrs X” rather than simply “yes” or “present”

Having to explain

· Lateness or absence from school

· That they have forgotten dinner money but does want school dinner

· Complicated sequence of events

Taking a message

Especially where specific words must be used
Talking to someone in authority   

For example, it may be harder to speak to the Head Teacher than the Class Teacher. Talking to less familiar adults may also be more difficult, such as the school secretary compared to their class TA
Speaking in front of an audience   

E.g. Whole class, queue for dinner, group of children at break

Reading Aloud   

A child who usually hides his stammer by avoiding saying certain words may inexplicably hesitate before words they “should be able to read” or substitute another word for the difficult words
Any activity where they are waiting (and dreading) their turn to speak

Being asked questions

Especially in front of others or where there is a perceived time limit.  “Forced alternatives” may help both the child who has a lot of ideas (by limiting the possibilities for them to select from) and the child who has difficulty formulating language by modelling possible answers.  E.g.  “is this a lighthouse or a windmill?” might be easier than “what is this?” for some children who stammer.

Being yelled at or accused of something
Unstructured times may be harder for some children who stammer   

E.g.  At break with friends a child may feel that they cannot get their words out quickly enough to join in a conversation with friends.

Children who stammer may hide the stammer by 

· avoiding saying certain words
They may scan ahead what they want to say and change words.  This can mean that inappropriate words are used, or they may change the subject, or pretend to forget what they were going to say or say they don’t know the answer when they do.

· avoiding situations

e.g.  talking on the telephone, asking questions.

Remember, they may never have talked openly about stammering to anybody, even to their parents
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