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Technology Usage
For children with Special Educational Needs (SEN), technology offers unique opportunities to enhance access, engagement, and achievement within the classroom and at home. Schools and parents must work together to ensure these tools are used effectively and appropriately to meet individual needs.

Benefits of Technology
· Personalised Learning: Technology allows for customised educational content tailored to each child's pace and learning style.
· Accessibility: Tools such as text-to-speech, voice recognition, screen readers, and alternative input devices make learning materials more accessible.
· Communication Aids: Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) devices support children with speech and language difficulties.
· Engagement: Interactive and multimedia resources help maintain attention and motivation.
· Confidence Building: Independent use of technology can empower children and boost their self-esteem.

Challenges and Considerations
· Digital Literacy: Not all SEN children or their educators are equally skilled in using digital tools.
· Over-Reliance on Technology: Balancing screen time and ensuring a variety of learning experiences is crucial.
· Cost and Accessibility: High costs can limit access to specialised devices and software.
· Privacy and Safety: Safeguarding children in digital environments requires robust policies and monitoring.

Advice for schools
· Assess Individual Needs: Use formal assessments and teacher observations to select appropriate technologies.
· Staff Training: Provide ongoing professional development in digital tools and SEN-specific strategies.
· Inclusive Curriculum Design: Integrate technology meaningfully into lesson planning.
· Evaluate and Review: Monitor the effectiveness of technology and adjust as needed.

Advice for families
· Be Involved: Understand what technologies your child uses at school and how they support learning.
· Encourage Responsible Use: Set clear boundaries and promote balanced use of digital devices at home.
· Advocate for Your Child: Communicate regularly with teachers about your child's needs and progress.
· Provide Access at Home: If possible, ensure that your child can continue using helpful technologies outside school.
· Stay Informed: Keep up to date with new tools and strategies that may benefit your child.
Page 2 of 2

image1.png
INHS

Oxford Health

NHS Foundation Trust




image2.png
Getting More Help (GMH)
in Oxfordshire Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Services




image3.png
R
&Y Children's Integrated Therapies
Yia®




image4.png
NN
&Y Children's Integrated Therapies
Fiz®




