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Speech Sound Checklist
	Child’s Name
	
	Completed by
	

	Date of birth
	
	Setting/School
	

	Age
	
	Date
	


Regardless of age, start at the beginning of the form over the page; you can stop when you get to the end of their age band. Ask the child to name the pictures (see attached sheet). If they don’t know the picture, ask them to copy you saying the word. Write down how the child says the whole word e.g. “bye” (for pie). If a target sound is not used in the word, can they copy it? Ask them to copy you and write down how they say it e.g. “b” (for p).

Guidance for requesting Speech and Language Therapy for speech sounds:
	Age
	Criteria
	Acceptable errors

	Under 3 years
	At this age ‘what they say is more important than how they say it’ and children ‘need words and words together before thinking about speech sounds’; Direct work on speech sounds is unlikely to be effective for this age group. 
Exception for specific difficulty e.g. cleft palate, when early input helps prevent disordered sound making becoming entrenched; support will be provided by The Spires Cleft Centre & Oxford Craniofacial Unit 
	No sounds at ends of words

Missing off part of long words e.g. “puter” for ‘computer’

	3 to 3;6 years
	Most of what the child says is not understood most of the time by those who know them well, they are becoming frustrated and show some of the following:
· Very few consonants or vowels
	‘t’ for ‘k’
‘b’ for ‘f’
‘t/d’ for ‘s/sh’

	3;6 to 4 years
	Child is not understood by the main carer much of the time and shows some of the following difficulties:

· Most words start with the same sound e.g. gi ge goo (big red shoe)
· Odd sounds (rather than like a younger child) e.g. air down nose/snort
· Little/no change over past 6 months 
	‘t’ for ‘k’
‘b’ for ‘f’
Clusters (2 sounds together) reduced e.g. “boo” for ‘blue’

	4 to 5 years
	Child is not understood by familiar adults /peers much of the time and shows some of the following difficulties:

· No fricative sounds (f, v, s, z, sh)

· No sounds at ends of words

· Sounds t, d, c/k and g are used in the wrong places

· No/little change despite using programme for 3 months 
· Unusual sounds e.g. blowing air down nose/snort
	Fricatives often used, but not always in the right places.
Clusters not widely used e.g. bl-, tw-
Lisping: ‘th’ for ‘s’

	5 to 6 years
	Child is not understood by familiar adults /peers much of the time

· Sounds t, d, c/k, g, f, s, sh, are not yet used correctly
· Unusual ‘slushy’ or sideways sounding ‘s’ and ‘sh’
· Shows significant distress and/or awareness of difficulties and is unwilling to speak out in class 
	Lisping: ‘th’ for ‘s’

Clusters not always used e.g. fl, sk, spr
Sounds ch, j, r, th, y, are not accurate

	6 to 7 years
	Child is not understood by familiar adults/peers much of the time
· Sounds k, g, f, s, sh, ch, j, are not consistently in place 

· Unusual sounds e.g. air blown down nose or sideways over tongue
· No consonant clusters (2 sounds together e.g. bl-, tw-)
· Evidence of using programme for 3 months with no/little change
· Speech difficulties are impacting on literacy
	Still using ‘w’ for ‘r’ and ‘f/v’ for ‘th’ 
Some clusters not used e.g., sp, sw, str
Still lisping (‘th’ for ‘s’)

	7 to 11 

(Key Stage 2)
	Child is unclear and very hard to understand in a variety of situations

· There are no double or triple consonant blends used e.g., spl, str

· Unusual sounds e.g. air blown down nose or sideways over tongue

· Evidence of using programme for 3 months with no/little change
· Speech difficulties are impacting on literacy
· Still lisping (‘th’ for ‘s’) although has top secondary teeth fully through
	Still using ‘w’ for ‘r’ and ‘f/v’ for ‘th’ (unless extreme concern and it is affecting the child’s overall clarity and confidence with talking)

	11 to 18 years 

(Key Stage 3, 4 & 5)
	Young person is unclear or hard to understand in different situations

· Persisting errors that impact on overall clarity and confidence

· Unusual sounds e.g. air blown down nose or sideways over tongue

· Speech difficulties are impacting on literacy

· The young person is very aware of their difficulties, and it is impacting on their well-being and social interaction 
	Mild persisting errors not affecting success of communication 

Student is unaware of errors or unmotivated to change them


Grunwell, P. (1987). Clinical Phonology (2nd ed.). Baltimore, MD: Williams & Wilkins
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	Approx. Age of Normal Typical Development:
	Target Sound
	Ask child to name the pictures and write how child says the whole word 
	Did they copy you saying the word? (Y/N)
	Did they use target sound? (Y/N)
	If ‘No’, can they copy it? Write how they say the sound.

	All ages start here:

2+ years
	p as in pie
	
	
	
	

	
	b as in bed
	
	
	
	

	
	m as in mouse/me
	
	
	
	

	
	n as in nose
	
	
	
	

	
	w as in window
	
	
	
	

	
	h as in horse
	
	
	
	

	3+ years


	t as in table
	
	
	
	

	
	d as in door
	
	
	
	

	
	k as in car
	
	
	
	

	
	g as in go
	
	
	
	

	
	y as in yogurt/yes
	
	
	
	

	
	f as in four
	
	
	
	

	4+ years
	v as in vet
	
	
	
	

	
	s as in sun
	
	
	
	

	
	z as in zip
	
	
	
	

	
	l as in light
	
	
	
	

	
	sh as in shoe
	
	
	
	

	
	ch as in chair
	
	
	
	

	
	j as in jug
	
	
	
	

	Later Speech Sounds
	r as in rain
	
	
	
	

	
	th as in thin
	
	
	
	

	
	th as in they/them
	
	
	
	

	5 ½ years
	pr as in pretty/princess
	
	
	
	

	
	pl as in plate
	
	
	
	

	
	br as in brown/bread
	
	
	
	

	
	bl as in blue/black
	
	
	
	

	
	tr as in tree
	
	
	
	

	
	tw as in twin
	
	
	
	

	
	dr   as in dress
	
	
	
	

	
	kw as in queen
	
	
	
	

	
	cr as in crown
	
	
	
	

	
	cl   as in cloud
	
	
	
	

	
	gr as in green/grass
	
	
	
	

	
	gl as in glue
	
	
	
	

	
	fr as in frog
	
	
	
	

	
	fl as in flower
	
	
	
	

	
	sp as in spoon
	
	
	
	

	
	sm as in smile
	
	
	
	

	
	sn as in snail
	
	
	
	

	
	sw as in swim
	
	
	
	

	
	st as in star
	
	
	
	

	
	sk   as in school
	
	
	
	

	
	sl   as in sleep
	
	
	
	

	Comments (e.g. if speech sounds are different when said in single words and sentences) and other words of concern: Write how they say the word and target in brackets e.g. bahti (basket); fween (queen); (s)pider.

	


Email: oxonchildrens.therapies@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk 


Website: http://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people/oxon/integrated-therapies/
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